SPARSHOLT PARISH COUNCIL SUMMER 2026

The Sparsholt
Newsletter

News, events and essential information for our village — from the Parish

Council and the wider Sparsholt community.

Welcome

Welcome to the Summer 2026 edition of the Sparsholt Parish Council Newsletter. Inside you will find important
updates on road closures and diversions, safety advice from Hampshire Constabulary, community news and

upcoming events. We hope you find it useful — and enjoy the summer!



KEY INFORMATION AT A GLANCE

NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING COUNCILLOR VACANCY

9th July 2026 - 7.30pm We have a vacancy

In the Mosaic Room at the Memorial Hall, Sparsholt. Interested in serving your village? Contact Sue Wood,
All residents welcome. Chair of the Council — chair{@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk
VILLAGE WHATSAPP GROUP VILLAGE CALENDAR

Join the conversation What's on

Mot signed up yet? Send your mobile number to View at sparsholt-pc.gov.uk/Calendar. Send updates
communications@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk to newsletter@sparshoelt-pc.gov.uk

IN THIS ISSUE
Roads & Travel Safety & Security Community News
Garden & Home Village Reminders Church & Calendar

o1 Roads & Travel

Village Signage Work — Road Closure from 3rd August

Hompshire County Council's CFl road signage improvement works are scheduled to begin on 3rd August 2026.
Road closures will be in place in the village during this period. A diversion route will be in operation — please
refer to the map enclosed with this newsletter (or available on the parish council website). Residents will retain

access to their properties throughout the works.

One councillor has raised a concern that satnavs may direct traffic via Crab Wood and Moor Court Lane, which
would be unsuitable. We are raising this with Hampshire County Council. In the meantime, please do not rely on

satnavs during the closure — follow the signed diversion route instead.

The diversion route runs via Sarum Road, Chilbolton Avenue, and the B3049 Stockbridge Road.
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Drop in the official diversion map for the village.

M3 Works — Summer Closures

Our local county councillor Caroline Horrill (Wonston & Micheldever Ward) has shared the following information

about planned M3 works this summer. Please plan ahead if you are travelling on or near the M3.

OVERNMNIGHT CLOSURES — WEEKNIGHTS

s Fri 3 -Sun 5 July (8pm-6am): M3 northbound closed between junctions 9 and 8 (underpass sheet piling works).
Follow signed diversion; do not use satnav.

= Mon 6 - Thu 30 July (8pm-6am, weeknights only): M3 northbound closed between junctions 10 and 9
(carriogeway management). Follow signed diversion.

* Thu 30 July (8pm—6am): M3 southbound closed between junctions 8 and 9 (temporary vehicle restraint remaoval).

Follow signed diversion.

WEEKEND CLOSURES — M3 JUNCTION 2 ROUNDABOUT

The M3 itself will remain open through junction 9, but the slip roads on and off the junction will be closed. Several
local roads leading to the junction will alse be closed over these full weekends:

s 9pm Fri 31 July - 6am Mon 3 August

* 9pm Fri 21 August — Bam Mon 24 August
* 9pm Fri 11 September — 6am Mon 14 September

Roads closed during these weekends include: A34 southbound from Bullington Cross; A34 northbound to Three
Maids Hill (also closing A33 northbound); A33 southbound from the Cart and Horses junction; Easton Lane (both
directions at Easton Lane Roundabout); A272 both directions from the Spitfire roundabout (A31}); and M3 junction 9
entry and exit slip roads in both directions.



Important: The M3 junction 9 northbound entry slip road will remain closed from 9pm on Friday 31 July 2026
until winter 2027. You will not be able to access the M3 northbound from the roundabout. From 3 August, the

diversion will be M3 southbound to junction 11, then return to the M3 northbound.

Diversions are designed for all vehicle types. Please follow signed routes and do not rely on satnavs. Closures can
change at shart notice. Check the latest information at www.trafficengland.com or National Highways' south east

social media channels.

o2 Safety & Security

Doorstep Fraud Alert — #FraudFree2026

Hompshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary have issued an alert following reports from Sussex Police of a wave of
doorstep fraud. Criminals have been posing as council officials, knocking on doors and falsely claiming they
need payment to carry out drain work. They toke bank card details and PINs, then use them to steal money.

Seven incidents have been reported in Sussex with losses totalling £35,000.

Officers warn that criminals willing to travel across Sussex will not hesitate to operate in Hampshire. Key advice:

* Councils do not take payment at the door — if someone asks you to pay at the door for council work, itis a
scam.

+ |deally, do not answer the door to unexpected callers.

s |f a crime is in progress or you are in fear, call 999 immediately.

= |f you or someone you know has difficulty not answering the door to strangers, the Blue Lamp Trust offers a free
home safety visit: bluelamptrust.org.uk/safe-home

REPORTING & SUPPORT

s Report a froud thot has occurred: 0300 123 2040 or reportiraud.police.uk
+ Non-emergency crime: hampshire.police.uk

* Anonymous reporting: Crimestoppers 0800 555 111

* Victim support: Hampshire & IOW Victim Care Hub 0808 178 1641

+ Sign up for Hampshire Alert notifications: hampshirealert.couk

Crime Prevention Bulletin — June 2026

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Constabulary's Force Crime Prevention Team have highlighted several issues
relevant to the summer period:
FIFA World Cup Lottery Fraud

Residents have received letters claiming to be from a FIFA World Cup Lottery. These are fraudulent. Do not respond
to any communication about a World Cup Lottery. Warning signs: you never entered the lottery; you are asked to
pay an administrative fee or provide bank details; there is urgency or secrecy; the lunguage includes words like
'guaranteed' or '100% genuine’.

Using Al Safely

Get Safe Online has launched a campaign on Al safety. Three checks to help you spot Al-assisted scams:



s Check the context: be suspicious of unsolicited emails, messages or calls, even if they seem authentic.

= Check the details: Al content may have perfect grammar — look for odd email addresses, incorrect logos, or

unusual phrasing.

s Check identity independently: call or message the person or erganisation using contact details you already

know to be correct.
More information: getsafeonline.orgfusingaisafely

Domestic Abuse — World Cup Warning

Research consistently shows that domestic abuse incidents rise by around 25% following major men's football
matches, regardless of the result. The Hampshire Domestic Abuse Partnership has launched a campaign to raise
awareness. If you need support, visit hants.gov.uk/domesticabuse or call the Advice Line on 03300 165 112. To

report anonymously: Crimestoppers 0800 555 111.

Delivery Text Scams

You should not have to pay a fee for a missed delivery. If you receive o suspicious text, check delivery notifications
carefully and avoid clicking links — visit sites directly by typing the address into your browser.

Caravan Security
Caravans can be targeted by criminals. Useful security measures include registration, tracking devices, wheel
clamps and steering wheel locks. See the Secured by Design fact sheet for full guidance.

Vehicle Theft

Thefts from vehicles increase in summer, especially in public car parks. Please remove all valuables from your

vehicle — even items of little value can tempt a thief who may then search for more.



o5 Community News

New Playground Equipment Sparsholt Village Shop

We are delighted to announce that new play equipment A warm welcome awaits you at our community-owned
will shortly be installed in the village playground, which village shop. Fresh produce is available each week —
is now over 25 years old. We hope the new equipment including jersey royals, tomatoes, English strawberries
will be ready for the summer holidays so that even more  and asparagus, amongst other seasonal delights.
children can enjoy the facilities. Sourdough bread can be ordered for collection on
Saturday mornings, when croissants and Danish
pastries are also available alongside our usual bread

and cakes.

The shop is owned and run by the village for the village. We welcome new volunteers — if you have an hour or so to
spare, please contact shop manager Janette on 01962 776998. \We also have an online shop selling basics
including bread, milk and eggs. Visit sparsholtvillageshop.co.uk — goods purchased online can be collected from the
shop or by arrangement with Janette.

Sparsholt 100 Club

The 100 Club summer draw was held ot The Plough on Friday 26th June, when the lucky numbers were drawn by
mine host, Imogen. The first cork to be drawn from the drum by Imogen was number 34 — to his great
embarrassment, the number belongs to Jeff Steer, our membership secretary. Jeff went away with the first prize of
£200, but not before buying a round of drinks for the gathering of members carefully observing the event! Winners
of the second prize of £50 each were Sally Wesley, Sue Beanland and Liz West.



100 Club members provide valuable funds for the maintenance and upkeep of St Stephen's Church. Money will also
be needed for a proposed churchyard pathways project. The monthly subscription is just £10, which enters you into
our quarterly prize draw. If you have yet to join, please get in touch with Jeff on 07443 781686 or 01962 863671, or
by email at jeff steer@btinternet.com. A big thank you to all our supporters.

Winchester Samaritans — 50th Anniversary Appeal

Winchester Samaritans is a team of 130 local volunteers providing confidential, 24/7 emotional support to anyone
experiencing distress, despair or suicidal thoughts. This year, the branch celebrates its B0th anniversary. In April
alone, they handled almest 2,000 calls. The branch is independently funded and is running a campaign to raise
£50,000 to expand their premises, maintain essential reserves, and future-proof the service to meet rising local
demand. You can donate at justgiving.com/charity/Winchestersamaritans — please give the newsletter's name as a
reference.

Winchester City Council — Small Grants Schemes
Winchester City Council has opened two new small grants schemes for community and voluntary organisations:

s District Small Grants Scheme: grants of up to £700 for community groups and charities.

s Greener Faster Small Grants Scheme: grants of up to £1,000 for organisations contributing to sustainability
priorities. Mote: the deadline for this scheme is 29 June 2026.

If you know of a community group that could benefit, please get in touch with Winchester City Council at

grants@winchester.gov.uk for further information.

Roots & Roofs: Building Rural Futures — Free Online Event

Action Hampshire is hosting a free online event on rural affordable housing on Thursday 9 July 2026, 10:30am -
12:00pm (online). It is an opportunity to learn about support available to rural communities, hear from housing
experts, and discuss local challenges. Places are free but booking is essential via Eventbrite. Contact

luke buckland@actionhampshire.org or visit actionhampshire.org for details.

Hampshire HAF — Free Summer Activities & Meals for Children

The Hampshire Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) Programme offers free activities and healthy meals during the
summer holidays for children in Reception to Year 11 who receive benefits-related free school meals. Over 20 HAF
schemes will be running across the Winchester area this summer. A new central booking system is now in place
with built-in eligibility checking — no HAF codes are needed. Visit hants.gov.uk {Connect4Communities — Holiday
Activities). For queries contact connectdcommunities@hants.gov.uk (subject line: FAQ HAF).



Sparsholt Memorial Hall — Available for Hire

Did you know that Sparsholt Memorial Hall is available to hire? It's
the perfect venue for events, celebrations, meetings and
community gatherings — from children's parties and family
birthdays to clubs, classes and village get-togethers. Set in the
heart of the village, the hall offers a welcoming, flexible space at
affordable rates.

Booking is quick and easy online. Check availability and reserve
your date at hallbookingonline.com/sparsholt. You can also follow
the hall for news and updates on Facebook (Sparsholt Memorial
Hall) and Instagram {@sparsholt_memorial_hall).

For enquiries about hiring the hall, please contact the Memarial Hall
Team via the website at hallbookingonline.com/sparshalt.
rsholt-pc.gov.uk">memorialhall@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk.

SPARSHOLT
Memorial Fall

The perfect venue for events, celebrations,
meetings, and community gatherings.

HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Sparsholt Village, Hampshire

www hallbookingonline.com/ sparsholt
Facebook: Sparsholt Memorial Hall
Instagram: sparsholt_memeorial_hall

02 Garden & Home

Water Conservation

Southern Water has asked us to share the following water-saving advice during the current spell of very hot

weather. With temperatures at record highs, daily demand across the Southern Water network is expected to

reach around 700 million litres — up from the usual 560 million litres serving 2.7 million customers. Three simple

steps can make a real difference:

= Shorten your shower by two minutes — this can save around 16 litres per person per day, or up to £265 per

year in water and energy costs for a family of four.

= Turn off the tap while brushing your teeth — this can save up to 5,000 litres per person per year.

* Water your garden wisely — use a trigger nozzle on your hose (saves around 225 litres o week), or opt for o

watering can. Reusing washing-up water is also a great option.

For more water-saving tips, visit Southern Water's website.



Gardening in the Summer

After experiencing one heatwave, we can plan for possible
future heatwaves in the garden. Consider a drip irrigation
system, particularly for new plantings and bedding plants — it
uses considerably less water and applies it efficiently to the root
system. Overhead systems lose a lot of water to evaporation in
hot weather before it even reaches the soil.

If a hosepipe has been left in a sunny position, remember the

water inside it can reach very hot temperatures — a danger to
both us and our plants. Applying a mulch of bark or garden

CHRISTMAS POTATOES

compost is a good way to conserve soil moisture, but apply it Plant in the first week of August, in soil or a

only to moist soil; on dry soil the mulch will absorb water container. The potato is a stem tuber and

instead. Simply irrigate lightly before applying. keeps growing from October to December,

even after the leaves die back. Three

To keep the grass green (if hosepipe regulations allow), you only cultivars for Christmas:
need 10 minutes of overhead water in the morning every 10 )
: R s Pentland Javelin — great for roasting.
days. This keeps the grass buds from going into heat dormancy )
* Maris Peer — great for mashing.

without wasting large amounts of processed water.

+ Charlotte — excellent for salads.

A reminder about pruning: it is still the nesting season for birds, and it is illegal to intentionally disturb nesting

birds. The nesting period runs from 1st March to 31st August, though some birds breed even later. If a hedge is

high it is almost impossible to check for nests, so please consider delaying cutting until mid-Autumn.

Want to know mare? The Littleton and Harestock Gardening Club meets on the third Wednesday of every month in

the Littleton Memorial Hall at 7.00pm. It's a very friendly club dedicated to making gardening fun, informative and

inspiring — just turn up on the night and you will be made very welcome. — Ray Broughton, Chairman, Littleton and

Harestock Gardening Club

o5 Village Reminders

Consideration for Neighbours

We've had a few complaints from
residents unable to sleep due to late-
night celebrations. In hot weather it is
hard to close windows for a

comfortable night's rest. If you are

holding a party or cutdoor celebration,

please let your neighbours know in
advance and give them a time when it
will end. A small courtesy makes a big

difference.

Hedges & Footpaths

Property owners with a hedge
alongside a road or footpath are
reminded to ensure it does not cause
an obstruction to pedestrians, horse
riders, cyclists or motor vehicles. Please
trim your hedges regularly during the
growing season.

Countryside Code — Dogs

Please keep dogs on leads and out of
cultivated fields — crops can be
contaminated by dog faeces at
significant cost to farmers. We've had
complaints about off-lead dogs on
footpaths jumping up at runners and
walkers. Mot everyone is a dog lover, so
please keep your dog under control at

all times.



0s Church & Calendar

St Stephen's Church — Services July- Village Calendar — Save the Date

October 2026

Roots & Roofs: Building Rural

19th July 8.30am — Holy Communion (BCP) Thu 9 July Futures — free online event,
10:30am-12pm
26th July 10am — Meorning Worship
Sit26 Sparsholt Churchyard Clear-Up,
16th August 8.30am — Holy Communion (BCP) SR 10am-—1pm. Meet at the Church.
ERRMBEE Refreshments and lunch provided.
23rd August 10am — Morning Worship
Harvest Supper. Tickets on sale in
20th September 8.30am — Holy Communion (BCP) Sat 10 October

early September.

10am — Pet Service on the Green,

27th September Sparsholt Race Night — Village Shop
¥sutdmandise Sat 14 & Hall. More details to follow in
11th October Har — Hapest Fasival November SE ptember. To help, speak to Janette
in the shop.
18th October 8.30am — Holy Communion (BCP)

Ringing & Carol Service, St Stephen's

25th October 10am — Morning Worship Sat 5 December — Winchester Guild of Bell Ringers.
3pm (church open 2-6pm). All
If there is no service ot 5t Stephen’s on o given Sunday, services welcome.
are also held across the Benefice. 1st Sunday: 10am Holy
Communien at Chilbolton; 10am Moming Worship at Crawley;

; i COPY DEADLINE — MEXT EDITION
4pm Café Church in Littleton Church Room (except September —

Littleton Show Service at 10am). 2nd Sunday: 10am Family This is your newsletter, so please contribute items of
Communion at Littleton; 10am Morning Prayer at Wherwell: 4pm interest, news of events, offers to help and/or

Bubble Church at Chilbolton (o 30-minute service for babies, photographs. Please submit all items to

toddlers and young families). Bubble Church next service: newsletter@sparsholt-pc.govuk

Sunday 12th July at 5t Mary-the-Less, Chilbolton.

Hand Bell Group meets at St Stephen's on Sundays, 5-6pm
{currently on summer break, resuming from October).




DIRECTORY

SPARSHOLT

Sparsholt Community Contacts

Your local representatives and key village contacts.

PARISH COUNCILLORS

Name Email

Responsibility

Phone

Chair - Transport &

Sue Wood Bkt chair@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk 01962 776255
Mark Himbury Memorial Hall memorialhall@sparsholt-pe.govuk 07956 371433
John Cooper Footpaths & Ham Green footpaths@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk 01962 776753
MNigel Reid Sparsholt Shop shop@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk 01962 776244
Jonathan Walthoe Security security@sparsholt-pc.govuk 07752 390536
David Brown Playground playground @sparsholt-pc.gov.uk 01962 776182

James Walker Communications

Becky Pickles Clerk

communications@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk

clerk@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk

07788 144811

07553 033298

Please note there is a vacancy for a councillor — please contact the Chair or Clerk for further information.

CITY COUNCILLORS

CHorrill@winchester.gov.uk

Caroline Horrill 01962 776E44

sgodfrey@winchester.gov.uk

Stephen Godfrey 01963 BRAATT

aodams@winchester.gov.uk

LS S 01962 774363 / 07738 699622

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

James Batho
James Batho@hants.goviuk - 07785 111425

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Danny Chambers
danny.chambers. mp@parliament.uk - 01962 BGB586

POLICE CONTACTS

PCS0O 15075 Michelle Wilkinson — 07901 102292
PCSO 13466 Kerry Croutear — 07376 362677

PC 28364 Victoria McCallum — 07795 454351
Winchester Rural NPT:

winchester.rural.police@hampshire.police.uk

VILLAGE WHATSAPP GROUP

To join the Sparsholt Parish WhatsApp support group, contact
James at communications@sparsholt-pc.gov.uk and provide
your mobile number to be added.

GROUPS & SERVICES

Ham Green Conservation Group
hMalcolm Hewson — malcolmhewson@btinternet.com

Sparsholt Oil Syndicate
John Wesley — johnrwesley@btinternet.com

Neighbourhood Watch
Coordinator: Jonathan Walthoe — security@sparsholt-
pc.gov.uk

Aluminium Recycling Bin
By the side of the shop, behind the phone box. Aluminium only
(no tin or plastic) — please crush cans.

New to Sparsholt / New Neighbour?
Let Mark Himbury know so a Sparsholt Welcome booklet can
be delivered — mark@markhimburydesign.co.uk

WEBSITES

Sparsholt Parish — www.sparsholt-pc.gov.uk
Sparsholt Shop — www.sparsholt-pec.gov.uk/Our_Shop
Downs Benefice — www.downsbenefice.org

Sparsholt Parish Council

communications@sparsholt-po.govuk - www.sparsholt-pc.gov.uk



